Leukocytapheresis therapy by extracorporeal circulation using a leukocyte removal filter.
Leukocytapheresis therapy has been used to try to treat such intractable diseases as autoimmune and neurologic diseases, achieving good results. However, a number of problems have been identified in leukocyte removal by thoracic duct drainage or continuous centrifugal separation; namely the high risk, expensive cost, and complicated operation. Asahi Medical Co. has developed an innovative solution for such conventional problems. Its new leukocyte removal filter (Cellsorba) is capable of removing white blood cells by perfusion of whole blood by means of simple extracorporeal circulation. Leukocytapheresis therapy using the Cellsorba column is being confirmed as extremely effective for many inflammatory diseases, as well as in autoimmune and neurologic diseases. This paper outlines information about the Cellsorba column and introduces several reports on therapeutic results.